Photo & Video Policy at LOC Worship Services

Worship is a time of corporate and intimate moments of encounter with God.  We want to minimize anything that will impede that happening.  While there are special moments that happen in worship services that someone may want to remember and capture for the future, we can not let that get in the way of people experiencing worship in that moment.   To that end, the following policies are for use of cameras (still & video) during worship. 

1) Photography: 

a. Flash: There should be no flash photography during an actual worship service (that includes weddings).  It is disruptive to leaders and fellow worshippers.

b. Best pictures can be taken at the dress rehearsals, or before and after worship.  Pastors will make themselves available and recreate moments (e.g. holding child at font) if that is desired.

2) Video in worship:

a. Individual video--If there is a special personal element in a worship service (a baptism, solo, etc.) that an individual would want to videotape, they should be seated in the front row, and use a camera that they can hold below level shoulder (i.e. with a tilt screen) to avoid distracting others.

b. Special group event – If a group’s leadership in worship would lead to the likelihood of people wanting video (e.g. children’s choir, children’s musical, etc.), the staff point person for that group should:

i. See to have an individual take video and make copies available at cost.

ii. Or create a designated video area in the back corners of worship, removing chairs, to avoid multiple people along the side aisles or in the rows holding cameras up for filming.

iii. A note should be sent home with participants, alerting families of this policy.

3) In bulletin:

a. At Baptisms, a note should be included in the bulletin:  “Photography & Video during worship:  To avoid disrupting the experience of worship to capture it on film, please no flash photography during worship.  If you are wanting to videotape, please sit in front row, and hold camera below shoulder level.”

b. At Children’s Musicals, a note should be included in the bulletin: “Photography & Video during worship:  To avoid disrupting the experience of worship to capture it on film, please no flash photography during worship.  If you are wanting to videotape, please set up in the designated area in the back of worship.”

